
BRITISH JEWS IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR: WE WERE THERE TOO

In honour of Remembrance Day, we’re speaking with Rodney Ross, Project Manager and Charlotte Clare, Project 
Researcher for British Jews During the First World War: We Were There Too. Together, we explore the impact that the 
First World War had on Britain’s Jewish community, and why it’s important for us to remember it today. 

Discover more stories of both ordinary and extraordinary Jewish men and women in the First World War on  
www.jewsfww.uk. 

If you would like some help researching your own family members who may have served in the First World War, or 
you would just like some more information about the project, please email contactus@jewsfww.uk. 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

•	 Do you know any stories about your ancestors during the time of the First World War? Were any of your great- 
	 grandparents involved as soldiers, or in other ways such as nurses? If not, do you know what their lives were like  
	 at the time?

•	 If your family hadn’t yet come to the UK at the time of the First World War, do you know where they were, and  
	 what sort of social and political effects the War had on them? 

•	 Why do you think it’s important to learn the history of the First World War? Why do you think it’s important to  
	 learn about the Jewish community’s involvement in the War?

•	 What do you think changes when we learn the personal stories of individuals who served in the War, as opposed  
	 to thinking about the First World War as a single mass entity?

•	 During the time of the First World War, people may have felt tensions between their identities as Jews and their  
	 identities as Brits. Have you ever felt this tension in your life?

•	 Are there any world events which you feel have had a profound effect on your life? What are they? 
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