12 Environmental Facts
About Israel

Activity
Here are some amazing facts about the Environment in Israel and cool
environmental innovations.
Check out the discussion questions at the end and try talking about these
important matters with your family and friends.
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The Sea of Galilee, in the north of Israel is the lowest
freshwater sea in the world.
Israel is a very small country, but due to its location lying
between several continents, (Europe, Asia, and Africa)
it has a unique wealth of plants. There are more than
2,200 different plant species. And the most surprising
thing is that in one particular square kilometer in the
Jerusalem mountains, 1,003 plant species were identified.
By comparison in the whole of Britain there are a total of
only about 1,760 plant species.
So which waterfall do you think is higher? Gamla Waterfall
or Niagara Falls? Well, that's a bit of a tricky question.
Gamla Waterfall in the Golan Heights is 51 meters high. The
height of Niagara Falls on the US-Canada border is also
51 meters. Would you believe it? Niagara appears much
bigger because of its width not just its height.
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A few years ago, a bird of the "Little Kenite" species, with
a tag ring from Budapest, Hungary, was caught in the
bird net in the Ein Afek Nature Reserve in Kiryat Bialik,
northern Israel. The little songbird, weighing a total of 10.2
grams, had made its long journey of about 2,000 km. A
small bird, with big motivation.
In the State of Israel, a law was enacted in 1999 called the
"Deposit Law". This law requires shops to accept certain
empty bottles and cans and give back a deposit on each
empty returned. If your can has a special label that says,
‘debt in deposit’ (in Hebrew: ')'חּיָ ב ְּב ִפ ָּקדֹון
ַ then you get the
money back. This was a law to encourage recycling and
reduce waste.
Solar energy - More than 83% of homes in Israel use solar
energy to heat water. The highest percentage in the world.
Agricultural technology - An Israeli company was the first
to develop “Taftafot” (drippers) for agricultural irrigation
and helped supply them around the world. This helps
farmers to preserve water and not waste this valuable
and essential commodity. This is particularly important
in hot countries like Israel.
Israel is the only country that entered the 21st century
with more trees than it had in the 20th century. In the last
50 years, 260 million trees have been planted in Israel.
Trees are important because they help to clean our air so
we can breathe.
Water conservation: Israel treats 92% of its wastewater
and returns 72% of it to agricultural use. The highest
percentage in the world.
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Israeli scientists have developed a bacterium that "eats"
oil and can help clean oil stains at sea and on land.
This is particularly important when there have been oil
spillages, which can kill many animals.
'Hiriya' waste dump, just outside Tel Aviv, was one of
the largest in the Middle East, it reached the height
of 60 meters! Today it has become transformed into a
successful ecological park!
The national water carrier of the State of Israel is used
to regulate the water supply in the country and enables
efficient utilisation of water sources, and their transfer
from the rainy north to the water-poor centre and south
of the country. The national carrier in Israel carries 400
million cubic meters of water per year. The length of the
national carrier is 130 kilometres. 2.5 million working days
were invested in its construction, and 7 million cubic
meters of dirt were excavated.

Our amazing Shinshinim have created a video explaining these facts about
the environment in Israel. Make sure you give it a watch!

Discussion
• Which one of these facts do you think is the most interesting and why?
• Imagine you’re an Environmental Scientist. What is more important for
you to work on; an initiative to preserve the environment we have or
the creation of new technologies and innovations to repair damage
that has already happened.
• What do you think is the most important environmental issue in your
community? What can you do to help the situation?
• How do you imagine the environment in 20 years? What would you like
to see? And what can you do to make this vision come true?
• Do you think that the environmental issues that we are facing here in
the UK and Europe are the same as the Israelis face in their country?
• In our lives how do you think we harm the environment without paying
attention? Are these habits you would like to change?
• Today the world is becoming more and more industrial. How can we all
help as citizens of the world to help protect any damage this may cause.
• What do you like about your environment? What does the
environment give us? How do we use nature in our daily lives?

