Cool Israeli
Start-up

Israel is known as the Start-Up Nation. It really values and encourages
innovation and new ideas. You are about to learn about a very cool and
special project called Unistream. UJIA loves supporting this project!

What is the project?
Unistream was founded in 2001 to help young people on the periphery of
Israeli society become entrepreneurs and learn skills for when they grow up.
In Israel, if you grow up in a small village or town away from the centre of the
country, or if you grow up in a poor community, you won’t have the same
opportunities as other young people. Unistream helps these young people
and provides them with equal opportunities.
Every year, 3,500 high school students from 85 towns and cities in Israel
participate in Unistream’s innovation and entrepreneurship programme. They
learn the skills and knowledge needed in the workplace and test them out by
creating their own start-up idea. Every year, a competition takes place where
each group of young people present their start-up ideas to a panel of judges.
These judges are leading professionals in business, government affairs and
social sectors in Israel. The judges award prizes to the best groups.

What did they do?
UJIA supports Unistream and their group in
Julis, a Druze village in the Galil (Northern
Israel). The group worked very hard for two
years on a product to help the environment,
and it won the competition in 2020!
The project they created is a bottle made
from organic materials that biodegrades
in seawater. Unfortunately there is a lot of
plastic in our seas and this affects marine
life and biodiversity. The bottle project
helps to solve this problem by reducing the
amount of plastic in our seas.

The bottle is made of two layers that both biodegrade in water. The
outer later decomposes first, followed by the inner layer. This ensures the
maximum lifespan of the bottle and also that it is reusable – even the lid is
biodegradable! Initially they used this technology to create a water bottle,
however it can also be used for lots of other items.
The bottle is called the Bajo Flask. You can learn more about the project by
watching this video.

Discussion
• What can you do to help the environment?
• Have you got a cool idea that could help the environment in your
community? Perhaps it’s a project you could do with your family,
synagogue, or school.
• Why do you think it’s important to help better the environment?
• The Torah teaches us the law of Bal Tashchit, which means ‘do not destroy
or waste’. Set a challenge for your family: can you manage a whole day
without wasting anything? Can you manage a whole week without wasting
anything?
• Draw a picture of how you can take care of the world. Can you do any of
the things you’ve drawn?
Would you like to support other young people creating new and innovative
ideas for the world through Unistream? Or would you like to help support the
work of UJIA? Please email info@ujia.org or visit our website at www.ujia.org

