Yom
Yerushalayim
What is Yom
Yerushalayim?

Yom Yerushalayim, also known as Jerusalem Day, commemorates Jerusalem’s reunification in 1967.
This day begins on the 28th day of the month of Iyyar in the Hebrew calendar.
Yom Yerushalayim is marked with a range of events in many Jewish communities. These include
recitations of the Hallel prayer for praise and thanksgiving in some synagogues; street parades, parties,
singing, and dancing; special meals; and lectures on the history and future of Jerusalem. In Jerusalem,
a public reception by the mayor of Jerusalem, state ceremonies, and memorial services for those who
died in the Six-Day War are also held. In Israel, some people mark the occasion by traveling or even
hiking to Jerusalem. Yom Yerushalayim is a national and Hebrew holiday in Israel.
After Israel declared its independence in 1948, it was attacked by the neighbouring countries, resulting
in the Arab-Israeli War. At the end of this war, the city of Jerusalem was divided. Israeli forces controlled
most of the city, however, East Jerusalem, including the Old City, was controlled by Jordanian forces.
The Old City was important for strategic and religious reasons, as many sites of religious importance are
in this part of the city. These include the Dome of the Rock and al-Aqsa Mosque (Muslims); the Temple
Mount and the Western Wall or Kotel (Jewish); and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre (Christian).
On June 7, 1967, Israeli forces captured the old city of Jerusalem. This resulted in the reunification of
Jerusalem as part of Israel. According to the Hebrew calendar, it was the 28th day of the month of Iyar in
the year 5727 and the anniversary of this date is known as Yom Yerushalayim or Jerusalem Day.

The Symbol
of Jerusalem

The Emblem of Jerusalem is the official symbol of the city of Jerusalem The symbol of was
established in 1949. The emblem’s main figure is a Lion, shown rampant, which represents the
“Lion of Judah”, the symbol of the Tribe of Judah and later the Kingdom of Judah, whose capital
was Jerusalem. The emblem background represents the Walls of Jerusalem and the Western
Wall, and the olive branch represents the quest for peace. The inscription above the crest is the
Hebrew word for Jerusalem (Yerushalayim).

