Discussion Activity
Dilemma Discussions
Based on the
Experience of the Beta
Yisrael Community

Suitable for: KS2 and 3 (8-14 year olds)
Here are four situations based upon real events. Read them and discuss how they make
you feel. Use the trigger questions at the end of the document to frame your discussion.

Situation A:
Ethiopian Jews, called Beta Yisrael (Beit Israel), have lived in Ethiopia for 2,500 years
and maintain their Judaism. At some point they experience harsh treatment from the
government - they as Jews are not allowed to buy land, they are not allowed to study, and
more. There is a feeling that things are about to get worse and that it is better to convert to
Christianity. What will you do - keep Judaism at risk of your life and the lives of your family,
or stay away from Judaism and lead a Christian lifestyle at least outwardly? What would
you do?

Situation B:
I hear my father and my big brother Barto arguing. Dad tells yet another story about how
beautiful and just Jerusalem is, Barto gets upset, he says that it is enough to always
dream about Jerusalem, that we live here in Ethiopia and need to build our lives here.
Dad answers that this is not the education he received, that he knows we are guests in
Ethiopia until it is possible to return to Israel, that this is what keeps him and what kept his
ancestors. Barto gets angry and walks out. You want to go after him but are not sure- what
do you think? Who do you agree with?

Situation C:
You return from a secret meeting with a messenger who arrived in the village and tells you
that there is a secret way to immigrate to Jerusalem and that a decision must be made
soon. You consult with your wife - and she objects - there are small children, the journey
will be difficult, it is not certain that we will reach Israel alive and her mother is too sick and
weak to do it in peace. What will you do? Up or not?

Situation D:
“I have no idea where my mother is buried, now I can reunite with her memory and with
my brother’s memory. It took many years for that, years in which many people had no
real opportunity to mourn.” This is what Adv. Yaakov Gonchel, 29, from Be’er Sheva
said on seeing the Memorial on Mount Herzl for the first time. He immigrated to Israel
from Ethiopia in 1982. His mother and brother perished on the way, part of the 4,000
immigrants who perished on their way to Israel. Why is it so important for him to have a
place to remember his family?

Discussion
•
•
•
•
•
•

Why do you think they would chose to go on a trip to Israel despite the dangers?
What were the values that led them? What was the dream?
What were the difficulties?
Would you choose to leave in similar circumstances?
Why do you think it is important to commemorate those who perished on their way
to the Land of Israel?
How would you choose to commemorate?

