
Names for Jerusalem

Jerusalem is a very old city and has been a special and holy place for many people for 
thousands of years.

It is said that Jerusalem is a city of 70 names, many of which reflect different aspects of 
the personality and aspirations for the city, or the particular time in which it held that name.

Here are a few of the names with an indication of where the name came from.

Discussion Activity

Everyone has  
a Name

Name Meaning and Origins

Adonay Yireh ה׳ יְִרֶאה The Lord is seen (Gen 22:14)

Ariel ֲאִריֵאל Lion of God (Is 29:1)

Drushah ה ְדּרּוָשׁ Sought After (Is 62:12)

Gai Hizayon גַּיְא ָחזֹון Valley of Vision (Is 22:1)

Gilah גִּילֹה Joy (Is 65:18)

Elokim in Ivrit עִיר ָהֱאלִֹקים City of God (Ps 87:2)

Ir Ha’Emet עִיר ָהֱאֶמת City of Truth (Zech 8:3)

Kiriyah Aliza ִקְריַת עִַלּיזָה Joyful City (Is 22:2)

Kiryat Hannah David ִקְריַת ַחנָּה ָדּוִד City Where (Is 29:1) David Camped

Kiryah Ne’emanah ִקְריַת נֱֶאָמן Faithful City (Is 1:25)

Moriah ָּה מֹוִרי Place where the Binding of Isaac took place (Gen 22:2)

Neveh Zedek נְוֵה צֶֶדק Righteous Dwelling (Jer 31:22)

Shalem ֵלם ָשׁ Peace (Whole) (Gen 14:18)



מאת זלדה
נַָּתן לֹו ֱאלִֹהים וְנְָתנּו לֹו ָאִביו וְִאּמֹו ם ֶשׁ ְלכָל ִאיׁש יֵׁש ֵשׁ

נְָּתנּו לֹו קֹוָמתֹו וְֹאֶפן ִחּיּוכֹו וְנַָתן לֹו ָהָאִריג ם ֶשׁ ְלכָל ִאיׁש יֵׁש ֵשׁ
נְָתנּו לֹו ֶהָהִרים וְנְָתנּו לֹו כְָּתָליו ם ֶשׁ ְלכָל ִאיׁש יֵׁש ֵשׁ

נְָתנּו לֹו ֲחָטָאיו וְנְָתנָה לֹו כְִּמיָהתֹו ם ֶשׁ ְלכָל ִאיׁש יֵׁש ֵשׁ
נְָתנּו לו ׂשונְָאיו וְנְָתנָה לֹו ַאֲהָבתֹו ם ֶשׁ ְלכָל ִאיׁש יֵׁש ֵשׁ
נְָתנּו לֹו ַחגָּיו וְנְָתנָה לֹו ְמַלאכְתֹו ם ֶשׁ ְלכָל ִאיׁש יֵׁש ֵשׁ

נָה וְנַָתן לֹו עִוְרֹונֹו נְָתנּו לֹו ְתּקּופֹות ַהָשּׁ ם ֶשׁ ְלכָל ִאיׁש יֵׁש ֵשׁ
ָּם וְנַָתן לֹו מֹותֹו נַָּתן לֹו ַהי ם ֶשׁ ְלכָל ִאיׁש יֵׁש ֵשׁ

By Zelda
Every man has a name given to him by God and given to him by his father and mother,
Every man has a name that we gave him his stature and the way he smiled and gave him the fabric,
Every man has a name that the mountains have given him, and his walls have given him,
Every man has a name that was given to him for his sins and given to him according to his longing,
Every man has a name that was given to him by his haters and given to him by his love,
Every man has a name that we gave him his feasts and gave him his craft,
Every man has a name that we gave him the periods of the year and gave him his blindness,
Every man has a name that gave him the sea and gave him his death.

Suitable for: KS2  (8-11 years olds)
This activity is built around a poem written by the poet Zelda.  It is a discussion activity with an 
extension written activity.

About Zelda: Sheina Zelda Schneerson-Mishkovsky (June 20, 1914 - April 30, 1984), known as 
Zelda, was an Israeli poet. She was daughter of Rabbi David Zvi Len.

In May 1925, when Zelda was 11, the family immigrated to Eretz Israel. 

Zelda’s poems were been published bit by bit in various publications, such as in literary sections 
of Israeli newspapers. She used to recite songs and poems she’d written from her memory to 
her guests. Only when she was 53, after 35 years of work, was her first collection of poems 
published, some of her works are taught as part of the school curriculums in Israel.



• Which line from the poem resonates most strongly with you?  Which line from the 
poem doesn’t connect with you?  Can you explain your ideas.

• Is there a difference between names given to a person and names given to a place?
• Examine the different names of Jerusalem - do you think one of them could have 

suited her better today?
• Try to think of adding a new name to the existing names of Jerusalem. What name 

would you suggest and why?
• Throughout Jewish history, Jerusalem has been given different names. Why has 

the city gained so many names, what is the meaning of the names and what is the 
meaning of giving them?

Write a poem in the style of Zelda that describes different aspects of Jerusalem.

First line of the new poem can be:
Every City has a name given to him by God and given to him by its inhabitant,…
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Questions

Extension 
Activity


