
Some Israelis express their diverse backgrounds through artwork.

Each of the two artists below have created new art using materials and 
techniques that come from their heritages.

Elazar Tamano uses ground coffee beans as part of his painting technique.  
Ben Zion David uses metals which he twists and shapes into beautiful jewelry.  

Do you think you could make something beautiful to display  
at school using unusual materials?
In your HaMoadon box you have a box of tea. Once you’ve  
made the tea to drink, try saving the tea bags and drying  
them out. You can then break them out to use the leaves as  
part of your artwork. You can stick the dried leaves down with glue, or you can 
place the bag in water and use the coloured water it creates to paint with. Try 
different techniques and other found materials to see what you can create. Can 
you create something that reminds you of Israel or the Israelis we’ve met in this 
HaMoadon box?
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Artist and chef, Tamano was born in Kfar Saba in Israel, after 
his parents immigrated from Ethiopia and he started painting 
at the age of four.  
Today he uses a unique painting technique with coffee beans.
As someone who was born in Israel, his works draws inspiration 
from the Ethiopian Israeli culture in which he grew up. In his 
paintings one can see the great influence of Ethiopian culture 
from his parents’ house. His work relys on the influence of 
Israeli and Ethiopian culture and the merger of the two.

One of the most common and prized professions among Yemenite Jews was the 
work of goldsmithing and jewelry making. Yemeni goldsmiths developed a filigree 
style that was unique to the Middle East. After immigrating to Israel, the older 
generations continued to use these techniques, but they did not always pass 
them on to future generations.
In the workshop and museum located in Old Jaffa, Ben Zion David produces 
Yemenite filigree jewelry and commemorates the special Yemenite Jewish history.  
He is the 8th generation of his family to work in this way. His unique jewelry 
is decorated with filigree and interwoven with petals of flowers and diamond 
shapes that match the traditional Yemeni style. “Yemeni filigree is a very unique 
style that is almost unlike any other style in the world,” says Ben Zion David. “This 
is a much more precise and detailed style than that done by other cultures. After 
immigrating to Israel, the children of Yemeni immigrants began to engage in other 
non-goldsmithing professions and therefore there is a fear that those skills will 
disappear. That is why I decided to dedicate my life to preserving it.”
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