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The lifelong connection starts here

Dear Friend, 

Welcome to The Connection, your update 
on the work of UJIA in the UK and Israel. 

The past few months have been as busy  
as any that we’ve known at UJIA. 

While thousands took part in residential 
youth movement summer camps, our 
focus has now turned to our goal of 
taking 10,000 young people to Israel 
over the next three years. This redoubling 
of our efforts remains critical to ensure 
that the connection of our children to 
Israel and its people is stronger than 
ever before. On pages 6-7 you can see 
some of the many options we offer to 
take our 16-35 year olds to Israel. 

This year it has also been an 
honour for Louise to meet with HE 
Isaac Herzog, the new President 
of Israel, remotely to discuss UJIA’s ongoing commitment to 
the people of Israel. Louise also met with HE Tzipi Hotovely, the 
new Ambassador of Israel to the UK to brief her on our work and 
to discuss how we can deepen our ties with the Embassy.

And all of this while our work to provide trauma support for those, 
especially children, affected by the conflict in May continues unabated.

This year we will change the lives of thousands of people across  
the UK and throughout Israel. We could not do this without  
your ongoing support. 

Thank you. 
 

Mandie Winston 
Chief Executive 

Louise Jacobs 
Chairman  
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Chanukah at Carmiel Children’s Village

Carmiel Children’s Village in the North of Israel is a home for children 
at risk, whose experience of family life is often chaotic and unstable, 
providing a safe, calm and welcoming space which is critical to their 
development and general wellbeing.  

The Carmiel Children’s Village is a special 
environment that allows children to grow up 
in a family setting and sets them on a path to 
a brighter future. Sadly, some 30% of Israeli 
children today are at risk of abuse, neglect and 
poverty. Exposed to violence, drugs and other 
harmful behaviours, these children face an 
uphill struggle to survive, let alone flourish. In 
the past year, the COVID-19 crisis has impacted 
children in such households even more. Loss 
of employment and months of lockdown have 
contributed to rising domestic violence rates, 
increased risk factors of drugs and alcohol in 
the children’s homes, and left some families 
without enough money for food, rent and  
other basic items. That is why safe places like 
Carmiel, supported by UJIA, are so important.

Alexandria (Alex), Aged 15, Entered village at age 9

Alex joined the village after having  
been in the foster care system for  
many years.

Her mother suffers from addiction  
to illegal drugs and mental 
illnesses, meaning she is unable 
to take care of Alex. 

Alex experienced a lot of trauma 
in her early life, including changing 
homes due to domestic violence. 
She came to the village with a lot of 
fears, had difficulty with her studies, 
struggled to keep friendships.

Over the years Alex has taken part 
in weekly therapy, and has grown 
and matured as a person. 

Thanks to the support of the village, 
we have seen her become a model 
student and emotionally well balanced 
despite her traumatic background. 

She has really adapted to life within 
her friendship groups through her 
artistic side. Her singing skills really 
shine through in the village choir, 
and she is now also helping out with 
younger kids by mentoring them and 
guiding them through difficult times.

Alex has a huge amount to be proud of.
Scan here to read more  
about the children of Carmiel
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My trip to Tsfat

On a recent visit to Israel I was 
privileged to be able to visit the 
magnificent new School of Nursing at 
the Zefat Academic College, as it nears 
completion in the next few weeks. 

The School has been one of UJIA’s 
flagship capital projects since its 
inception four years ago when we 
agreed to support this project as a 
means of improving the number and 
quality of nurses in the beautiful but 
under-resourced Galilee region.

The College has rebuilt and renovated 
the old Anglican hospital and built 
alongside it an ultra-modern glass 
and steel structure that will increase 
capacity from 200 to 600 students, 
placing the College as the largest 
and best-equipped faculty for nursing 
studies in Israel. 

One student who I spoke to told me 
just how important it is to her to be 
able to study at the College, and how 
excited she is at the opportunities 
that the new building and facilities 
and expanded intake will offer. She 
hopes to remain in the Galilee at the 
conclusion of her studies and give back 
to her community and the wider region.

She is just one of many students who 
will benefit from the new facilities and 
the opportunity that UJIA and you, 
our valued supporters, have created in 
enabling this vision to come to fruition.

 

Harvey Bratt,  
UJIA Director of Fundraising and 
Planned Giving

To view a short video of the college, scan this QR code: 
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Emergency campaign

“[Several] months may have  
passed, but the children of  
Ashkelon have not forgotten  
the time they spent in the public  
bomb shelters that was made  
easier by the toys, games and  
messages of support they received  
from British Jewry and UJIA.” – 

David Wolfensohn,  
Deputy head of Ashkelon’s  
welfare department

Moshe lives with his wife and two 
sons aged 13 and 7. During the 
conflict their apartment suffered 
a direct hit by a missile. Moshe, 
his wife, and their oldest son, 
were injured when concrete and 
glass fell on them. The youngest 
son now suffers from anxiety. 
The family received medical care, 
including surgery. Three months 
later, Moshe has difficulty walking 
and cannot drive. The family still  
cannot return home. 
“It has been very difficult, we 
did not think the missiles would 
actually reach us, but we were 
very lucky: we survived, we 
are getting help. We meet the 
therapist once a week. At first  
we also talked on the phone  
when I could not fall asleep.  
It helps. Getting back to a  
normal life is hard, I am in a lot  
of pain, but she is helping  
us all”. 

UJIA EMERGENCY APPEAL UPDATE
 NOVEMBER 2021

During 11 days of conflict over 4,300 rockets were fired at Israel,  
the majority of them aimed at the centre of the country. 

Millions of Israelis spent days and nights in 
bomb shelters and on high alert. While life has 
since returned quickly to normal on the surface, 
trauma, fear and the after-effects of this conflict 
remain. Thanks to you, UJIA quickly jumped 
into action during the conflict. We provided 
immediate support and are now providing 
trauma therapy for those in need. We have also 
committed funds to support programmes aimed 
at healing the tensions between Arab and Jewish 
communities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some 960 rockets were targeted at Ashkelon 
alone, with a number of direct hits. UJIA 
immediately offered our assistance to the 
city. Following the ceasefire, our partner - the 
Israel Trauma Coalition – was flooded with 
thousands of requests for help, in addition to 
the hundreds of people already on the waiting 
list. We were able to ensure that waiting 
times were cut, with additional staff providing 
immediate support to those with the most 
acute needs. 460 new patients in Ashkelon are 
now receiving support, and in Sderot 234 new 
children and 8 new families are receiving care in 
their ground-breaking animal therapy centre.
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For 100 years, UJIA has nurtured our community’s relationship with 
Israel. We believe that a deep connection to Israel is an essential 
component of an enriching, holistic Jewish life. And in order to develop 
that connection, there is no substitute for inspirational time spent in our 
spiritual, religious and cultural homeland.

The Journey Home

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, 
this has been impossible for many of 
us. With deep regret, the pandemic 
forced us to cancel Israel Tour in 
both 2020 and 2021. For two years, 
COVID-19 has denied our community’s 
16-year-olds the rite of passage, 
once in a lifetime experience. For so 
many young people, Israel Tour acts 
as an entry point into their youth 
movements and sets them off on a 
journey of continued engagement 
with Israel and the Jewish community. 
UJIA is committed to making sure 

that those who missed out have the 
opportunity to be inspired by Israel. 

As we have done for decades, we 
continue to work with our community’s 
diverse range of youth movements and 
organisations so that every 16-year-old 
can participate on Israel Tour in the 
religious and social environment that 
suits them best. We are also increasing 
our bursary pot to support both the 
current Year 11 participants, and those 
who could not take part last year. Over 
the next three years, we aim to facilitate 
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The  
Journey 

Home

10,000 meaningful experiences in 
Israel for the young people who  
missed out, and for those who have 
not yet had the opportunity.

To ensure we provide for those who 
missed out in 2020, we are working 
with Birthright Israel to provide 
exciting opportunities for 18 year-
olds, including programmes run 
in partnership with various youth 
organisations based in the UK.

Finally, we have increased our 
investment in gap year programmes 
and other long-term, immersive 
experiences in Israel in partnership 
with Masa. We believe that Israel 
has something exciting and relevant 
to offer every young person, and 
we have developed opportunities 
catering for a wide range of interests 
including career progression, religious 
learning, academic study, social 
action and leadership development.

Scan the QR code to find out about the 
various ways in which adults and teens 
can experience the Journey home
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Summer 2021

Summer  
Engagement  
Fund 2021

As it became clear 
that summer Israel 
programmes wouldn’t 
be possible again, 
UJIA offered our 
Summer Engagement 
Fund for a second 

time. We offered 
£140,000 to distribute throughout 
the community to support innovative 
and engaging programmes for young 
people to engage with Israel and  
their Judaism.

We were proud to finish the summer 
supporting 29 organisations across 
the whole spectrum of Jewish youth 
provision in the UK. It is estimated that 
our fund had a reach of approximately 
2,500 young people with programmes 
being active throughout the UK.

In Scotland one of the projects was 
an advance preparation for COP26 
through the 5th Giffnock Guides, who 
provided varied activities throughout 
summer for their members, whilst also 
training up a group of young leaders 
to take on future communal roles. In 
Leeds we worked with three projects, 
one of which was through The Zone, 
the Youth Centre for Leeds which ran 
the Great IsraZone, a summer of daily 
activities for young people, many with 
an Israel theme. Others focused on 
the support many children needed for 
re-socialisation with their peers after 
multiple lockdowns and the knock-on 
mental health concerns. Comments 
from young participants included,

 “I’m telling my mum that I need  
to come home from Cornwall  
early for IsraFest” 

In Liverpool, the Merseyside Jewish 
Representative Council ran a series 
of four camp activities ranging from 
intergenerational work for parents, 
grandparents, and children under 5, 
to day camps for older children and 
young leadership training for older 
teens. This was the first time we had 
an opportunity to work with the MJRC 
and these projects worked very well 
as an example of cross communal 
engagement and cooperation. 

Finally, it’s important to showcase our 
inspirational Youth Movements, many 
of which provided amazing content 
and experiences for our young people 
throughout the pandemic thanks to 
UJIA’s ongoing support.

Whilst UJIA financially supports them 
all year, we were also happy to help 
them with additional support to pivot 
and target their work as required 
by the circumstances. This included 
mental health first aid training for 
madrichim (leaders) to help counter the 
effects of the pandemic and specific 
new programmes for young people 
who should have been going on Tour. 
We are proud of the work we enabled 
over the summer and while we hope 
things will return to nearer normal next 
year, we have an excellent model to 
reignite should the need require.
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Back to Camps – Summer 2021

After a challenging several months of isolation and uncertainty for 
young people we were so pleased that the Jewish youth movements 
and organisations we support were able run a host of different 
summer programmes. 

Thanks to the advocacy and hard  
work of our partners over 3000  
young people, between the ages  
of 10 to 18, participated in residential 
activities throughout the summer.  
With all the necessary COVID-19 
precautions and safety measures 
in place young people from across 
the community had the opportunity 
to reconnect with friends and have 
powerful educational experiences. 

To further bolster those experiences, 
this summer UJIA were proud to bring 
36 Israeli madrichim to the UK. At a 
time when so many young people 
were missing out on visiting Israel 

these leaders brought their personal 
experiences of Israeli society and 
culture to 5 different youth movements 
across 12 campsites. Each leader was 
a fantastic role model of a passionate 
connection to the Jewish people and 
community. Habonim Dror leader 
Zach Freund, 26 from Haifa, described 
a memorable experience leading an 
outdoor Kabbalat Shabbat service, 
which had felt “natural and warm” 
despite social distancing. “There  
was a sense of community which  
struck me — the image of 70 young 
Jews having Shabbat together.  
There’s something really nice and 
heart-warming about that.”



Give Israel bonds
as Chanukah gelt!

 We light 36 candles – 
Celebrate by gifting

a £36 bond!

This advertisement has been issued by the Development Company for Israel (International) Ltd., which is authorised and regulated by the Financial 
Conduct Authority and registered in England No. 01415853. This is not an offering, which could only be made by prospectus. Your capital is at risk, the 
rules under FSMA for the protection of retail clients do not apply. An investment in any of these bonds will not be covered by the provisions of the 
Financial Services Compensation scheme, nor by any similar scheme. Israel bonds are intended as a long-term investment as they are not listed or 
admitted to dealing on any recognised investment or stock exchange nor is there any established secondary market, as a consequence Israel bonds are 
not readily realisable before their maturity date. DCI (International) Ltd is not the issuer of these bonds, they are issued by the State of Israel.

Your capital may be at risk.Development Company for Israel (International) Ltd.

Advertisement

Available ONLINE only at
online.israelbondsintl.com

NEW! eMazel Tov bond
Add £1 increments!

Scan here
to start

Dates for your diary  
 

  
 8th March UJIA Event for International  
  Women’s Day

 7th April UJIA Manchester  
  Sports Dinner

 19th April Pesach Open Day in Israel

 3rd May UJIA Golf Day
 
 5th May UJIA Yom Ha’atzmaut  
  Business Breakfast
 
 8th May UJIA Manchester  
  Community Fun day

 June TBC Young UJIA Friday 
  Night Dinner

 September TBC Northern Golf Day

 December TBC Israel Trek for  
  Gap Year Parents

2022
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STAY INFORMED WITH UJIA 
We’d love to keep you updated with our latest news, projects and general fundraising 
activities. Tell us how you would like to hear from us by selecting the boxes below.  
You are free to change your mind at any time by visiting 

ujia.org/stayinformed      Email      Post      Phone      SMS

Please return to: UJIA, 1 Torriano Mews, London NW5 2RZ

Tick here to find 
out more about 
volunteering 
opportunities 
either in your 
community or  
in Israel.

  DONATION BOX
A donation to UJIA will fund our work with  
children and young adults in the UK and Israel.

The total amount of my gift is £   

PAYMENT METHOD

  One-off credit/debit card payment 

Card number                        

Expiry date             Security code (CVC)    

 Cheque/charity voucher – Payable to United Jewish Israel Appeal.

 Online – Donate at ujia.org/donation

 Direct Debit – Setup a regular gift online at ujia.org/directdebit

Name   

Address   

   Postcode  

Email   

Telephone   

Signature   

  VOLUNTEER

   GIFT AID

Gift Aid this 
donation and all 
donations I make 
in the future or 
have made in the 
past four years.

Louis Harris led an incredible life, with Israel central to  
much of his charitable endeavours. Louis’ commitment  
to the people or Israel did not end when he died in 2016. 
By remembering UJIA in his will, Louis ensured that the 
people and places that were important to him during his 
life, continue to benefit long into the future.

You can read more about the amazing Louis Harris overleaf.

LEAVE A LEGACY
   LEGACY  

To find out about 
the huge difference a 
legacy to UJIA can make, 
call Harvey Bratt on 020 
7424 6431, email harvey.
bratt@ujia.org or tick the 
box for more information.

How will you connect?

Scan here to watch a short 
film about why we need your 
support for The Journey Home

Scan here to donate
    

ujia.org/donate



Supporting Israel has been part of Martin & Sheryl Harris’ life for as long as 
they can remember. Martin’s late father, Louis, left a legacy gift to the UJIA 
Community Centre in Kiryat Bialik and this inspired his son to do the same.

For Martin, remembering UJIA in his will is just the beginning. It is no less 
important that his daughters, Rachel & Lynsey, continue the work that his family 
has supported for generations. Martin’s legacy gift will not only have an impact 
on the lives of young people in Israel, but also on his own children too.

To find out more about the difference a legacy gift to UJIA can make, 
call Harvey Bratt on 020 7424 6431 or email harvey.bratt@ujia.org

United Jewish Israel Appeal is a registered charity No.1060078 (England & Wales) and Sc 039181 (Scotland).

The connection

with a UJIA legacy gift

continues
A legacy gift will change the  A legacy gift will change the  

lives of young people in Israellives of young people in Israel  ......

  ......  and inspire the  and inspire the  
next generation here  next generation here  

in the UK too.in the UK too.


