
Jewish tradition has strong ties to the land, from the way we celebrate our 
festivals, to the agricultural roots of the modern State of Israel. Join Sydney, 
the UJIA Senior Educator, as she explores some of the ideas that inspired 
the early pioneers, and how nature can inspire us today!

Growing the Land:
Ideas for Tu Bishvat

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxAxfXIzmvI
https://youtu.be/lxAxfXIzmvI


Aaron David Gordon was born in 1856 in what was then the Russian Empire. 

He believed that for the Jews to return to their homeland and become a 
nation again, they had to work their own land. He also believed that it was 
possible to be connected to God through hard physical work on the land and 
that spirituality wasn’t just found through prayer.

In 1904, at the age of 48, he moved to Israel and started working on the 
land in agricultural settlements called Kibbutzim. The kibbutz members 
considered him to be too old for this type of work, but he insisted that it was 
important religious work. He was determined to do all the work himself and 
not ask others for help.

He famously wrote:

‘We have come to our Homeland in order to be planted in our natural soil 
from which we have been uprooted, to strike our roots deep into it’s life-
giving substances and to stretch out our branches in the sustaining and 
creating air and sunlight of our Homeland.’

He lived from 1919 in the Galilee region of Northern Israel on Kibbutz 
Degania. There he met the poet Rachel, who we learnt about in last months 
HaMoadon Box 3. Her first poem was written to honour Gordon.

A.D. Gordon died in 1922, but the influence of his writing lived long after him 
and can inspire us to this day.

Focus on A.D. Gordon

Discussion
How do you connect to being Jewish or spiritual?

Why do you think the early Zionists thought it was so important to physically 
do the work themselves?

How can young Jews today feel connected to Israel, even if they aren’t 
physically involved in the building of the State?

What’s an experience that you had in nature that was meaningful for you?


