
Eurovision is a big song competition, where different countries take part 
and the best song is crowned the winner! Israel first took part in Eurovision 
in 1973, and has won it four times! Every year, a different and unique singer 
represents Israel. If they win, Israel wins the prize of hosting Eurovision the 
following year. By hosting this big event, lots of tourists come to Israel and 
get to see the country, the people who live there, and Israeli culture. 

Activity

May the Best Song Win

Divide the children into 4 groups. Each group will be given a different Israeli 
Eurovision winner and will have to listen to their song. 

They will get some information about their winner and song and will have to 
perform it as a group.

After all the performances, everyone votes – the group with the most votes wins! 



Israeli Eurovision Winner No 1

IZHAR COHEN

COMPETITION YEAR: 1978

SONG: ABANIBI

www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOH-sojmLJY 

This song uses a special code where every vowel is followed by the letter bet! 
This can be a bit confusing and means you can hide what you are saying from 
people who do not know the code. For example, the word Ani becomes Abanibi. 

The singer, Yizhar Cohen, was born in Tel Aviv, but grew up in Givatayim, a town 
just outside Tel Aviv. 

He grew up in a very musical family – all his brothers and sisters were also 
singers. In fact, they had their own family singing group. 

He was the first Israeli winner of Eurovision in 1978 and that year it was hosted 
in Paris, the capital of France. 

He scored 157 points, enough for first place among the 20 competitors! 

This song had a new style – it had a part where only the instruments played, and 
the singers danced. This new style made the song stand out!

The singer – Yizhar Cohen – did not think he was going to win, so he only went on 
stage wearing jeans and sandals! When they announced he was the winner, he 
had to quickly change into some smarter clothes!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOH-sojmLJY 


ב י אֹו-ּבֹו-ה-ָבּ א-ב-ִני-ִבּ
ָך ב אֹו-ּבֹו-ת-ְבּ י אֹו-ּבֹו-ה-ָבּ א-ב-ִני-ִבּ

ָהִיינּו ְיָלִדים ֶשׁ ְכּ
סֹוֵדי סֹודֹות ָאַהְבנּו ְבּ

ֶאל ִמי ָהִיינּו ֶנְחָמִדים?
ַרק ַלּדֹוִדים ְוַלּדֹודֹות

נֹות ָסְבלּו ְסֵכּ נֹות ַהִמּ ְוַהָבּ
לּו תּוקֹות ֵהן ַרק ַמּכֹות ִקיְבּ ַהְמּ

ֱאֶמת נּו ֶבּ ְשׁ ִהְרַגּ ְוֶאת ָמה ֶשׁ
ית ַפת ַה”ֵבּ ְשׂ נּו ַרק ִבּ ”ָלַחְשׁ

י... א-ב-ִני-ִבּ

ַאֲהָבה
ה ָיָפה ִהיא ִמיָלּ

ה ָיָפה ִפיָלּ ִהיא ְתּ
ָפה ִהיא ָשׂ

ַאֲהָבה
ִהיא ֵאַלי טֹוָבה

ר ֵבּ ְתַגּ ִמיד ִתּ ִהיא ָתּ
ַפת ַאֲהָבה ּוִבְשׂ

ר ְנַדֵבּ

י... א-ב-ִני-ִבּ

ים לֹוׁש ִמיִלּ ֲאִני חֹוֵלם ְוָקם ָשׁ
ים לֹוׁש ִמיִלּ ּוַמהּו ָהעֹוָלם? - ָשׁ

ֵעת יׁש ָכּ ֲאִני ַמְרִגּ ְוֶזה ָמה ֶשׁ
ִית ַפת ַה”ַבּ ְשׂ מֹו ָאז ִבּ ׁש ְכּ ”ַמָמּ

י... א-ב-ִני-ִבּ

I love, I love you (Abanibi obohebev, 
Abanibi obohebev obotabach)

When we were kids 
We loved secretly  
Who were we nice to? 
Only the uncles and aunts

And the poor girls suffered 
The sweet ones only got beaten 
And what we really felt 
We only whispered in the  
Bet language

I love, (Abanibi obohebev) …

Love is a beautiful word 
It is a beautiful prayer, it is a language 
Love is good to me 
It  will always overcome 
And in love language we will speak

I love, (Abanibi obohebev) ...

I dream and get up, three words 
And what is the world? – Three words 
And that’s what I feel now 
Just like then in the Bet language

I love, (Abanibi obohebev) …

The Lyrics



Israeli Eurovision Winner No 2

MILK AND HONEY

COMPETITION YEAR: 1979

SONG: HALLELUJAH 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=C33kO3fvjkI

This song was performed by a group called Milk and Honey – their name comes 
from a verse in the Torah describing Israel as a land full of milk and honey. Their 
lead singer, Gali Atari, was one of the most famous singers in Israel at the time. 

They won in 1979, and the competition was held in Jerusalem, the capital city 
of Israel. Eurovision was held in Israel that year because Israel had won it in 1978. 

This was only the second time Israel won and it was two years in a row – This has 
only happened 6 times in Eurovision history

Halleluyah was the most profitable Eurovision song ever and was the only 
winning song which involved religious and spiritual aspects.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C33kO3fvjkI


ַהְללּוָיּה ָלעֹוָלם
ירּו ּכּוָלם ַהְללּוָיּה ָיִשׁ

ה ַאַחת ּבֹוְדָדה ִמיָלּ ְבּ
ֲהמֹון ּתֹוָדה ב ָמֵלא ַבּ ַהֵלּ

ם הּוא - ֵאיֶזה עֹוָלם ִנְפָלא ְוהֹוֵלם ַגּ

יר ַהְללּוָיּה ִעם ַהִשּׁ
ִאיר ֵמּ ַהְללּוָיּה ַעל יֹום ֶשׁ
ָהָיה ַהְללּוָיּה ַעל ָמה ֶשׁ

עֹוד ֹלא ָהָיה  ּוָמה ֶשׁ
ַהְללּוָיּה

ַהְללּוָיּה ְלעֹוָלם
ירּו ּכּוָלם ַהְללּוָיּה ָיִשׁ
דֹוִלים ִלים ַהְגּ ְוָהִעְנָבּ

ָהמֹון ְצִליִלים ְיַהְדֲהדּו ֶבּ
נּו ֵהם ֹיאְמרּו, ַהְללּוָיּה ְוִאָתּ

יר... ַהְללּוָיּה ִעם ַהִשּׁ

ל ַהְללּוָיּה ַעל ַהכֹּ
ַהָּללּו ַעל ָמָחר ְוֶאְתמֹול

ָיד ַהְללּוָיּה, ּוְתנּו ָיד ְבּ
ב ֶאָחד ירֹו ִמֵלּ  ְוִשׁ

ַהְללּוָיּה

Hallelujah to the world
Hallelujah, everyone will sing
With one single word
The heart is filled with much gratitude
And it also beats: what a  
wonderful world
   
Hallelujah with the song
Hallelujah for a day that shines
Hallelujah for all that has been
And all that is yet to come
Hallelujah
   
Hallelujah to the world
Hallelujah, everyone will sing
And the great bells
Will echo with many sounds
And with us they will say Hallelujah
   
Hallelujah with the song…
  
Hallelujah for everything
Praise tomorrow and yesterday
Hallelujah and hold each other’s hands
And sing from one heart
Hallelujah
   
Hallelujah with the song…
  
Hallelujah for all that has been
And all that is yet to come
Hallelujah

The Lyrics



Israeli Eurovision Winner No 3

DANA INTERNATIONAL

COMPETITION YEAR: 1998

SONG: DIVA

www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXIJ_7mGKBo 

Dana International was the third Israeli to win Eurovision. Dana International was 
a stage name, a pretend name that she used when performing. Her real name is 
Sharon Cohen. Dana International was the first transgender person to take part 
in Eurovision.

Time Magazine chose Dana International as one of the 5 most influential people 
in 1998. 

The competition that year was held in Birmingham, in the UK. This was because 
the UK had won Eurovision in 1997. 

It was very close that year. Israel won with 172 points, but Malta came second 
with 165 points! In fact, it was so close that the winner was only decided with 
the last country’s vote. 

When Dana International came to the stage after she had won, she wore a 
special feathered dress designed by Jean-Paul Gaultier which was later known 
as the “Parrot Dress” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXIJ_7mGKBo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOH-sojmLJY 


דֹוָלה ֵמַהַחִיּים ה ְגּ ֵיׁש ִאיָשּׁ
ֵיּׁש ַרק ָלּה ים ֶשׁ ֵיׁש חּוִשׁ

ים ֵיׁש ְקָסִמים ְוֵיׁש ָיִמים ָקִשׁ
ּה ָלּ ִהיא ּכּוָלּה ֶשׁ ה ֶשׁ ּוַבָמּ

ְרָיה יָווה ִהיא ִאיְמֶפּ ְלָאִכים ִדּ ַלַמּ
יָווה ִהיא ִהיְסֶטְרָיה ָמה ִדּ ַעל ַהָבּ

יר ַאֲהָבה ִהיא ּכּוָלּה ִשׁ

ְוָיָוה ָנִריַע, ְוָיָוה ִויְקטֹוְרָיה, ַאְפרֹוִדיֶטה
ְטָרה יָווה, ְוָיָוה ִויְקטֹוְרָיה, ְקִליאֹוַפּ ְוָיָוה ַלִדּ

ל ַהַחִיּים ָמעֹות ֶשׁ ים, ְדּ ֵיׁש ָנִשׁ
ים ה ְלֹלא ִמיִלּ ִפיָלּ אּו ְתּ ׂ ֵהן ִיְשּ

ְרָיה יָווה ִהיא ִאיְמֶפּ ְלָאִכים ִדּ ַלַמּ
יָווה ִהיא ִהיְסֶטְרָיה ָמה ִדּ ַעל ַהָבּ

יר ַאֲהָבה ִהיא ּכּוָלּה ִשׁ

ְוָיָוה ָנִריַע...

There is a woman who is larger than life
There are senses that only she 
possesses
There is magic and there are hard days
And a stage that is all hers
 
To the angels Diva is an empire
On the stage Diva is hysteria
She is all a love song
 
Viva we shall cheer, viva Victoria, 
Aphrodite
Viva to the Diva, viva Victoria, 
Cleopatra
 
There are women – tears of life
They will say a prayer with no words
 
To the angels Diva is an empire
On the stage Diva is hysteria
She is all a love song
 
Viva we shall cheer, viva Victoria, 
Aphrodite
Viva to the Diva, viva Victoria, 
Cleopatra
Viva we shall cheer, viva Victoria, 
Aphrodite
Viva to the Diva, viva Victoria, 
Cleopatra
 
Diva, Diva, Diva, Diva
 
Viva we shall cheer, viva Victoria, 
Aphrodite
Viva to the Diva, viva Victoria, 
Cleopatra
Viva we shall cheer, viva Victoria, 
Aphrodite
Viva to the Diva, viva Victoria, Diva

The Lyrics



Israeli Eurovision Winner No 4

NETA BARZILAI

COMPETITION  YEAR: 2018

SONG: TOY

www.youtube.com/watch?v=84LBjXaeKk4 

Neta won Eurovision in 2018 – only 4 years ago! She grew up in Israel and 
was a member of the youth movement HaNoar HaOved. She spent a year 
volunteering as a Shinshinit and then joined Tzahal (the Israeli Army), where she 
was a singer in an army performing band. 

Eurovision 2018 was held in Lisbon, the capital city of Portugal! 

The music video of Toy, the song that Netta performed at Eurovision, is the 
second most viewed clip on the Eurovision YouTube channel. After she won, 
thousands of people went to the streets in Israel to celebrate!

Although Neta was a winner for Israel, the song she sang was all in English!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84LBjXaeKk4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOH-sojmLJY 


Ree, I’m not your, hey, hm, la
Ree, hey, hm, I’m not your-
Look at me, I’m a beautiful creature
I don’t care about your modern time 
preacher
Welcome boys, too much noise, I will 
teach ya
Pam pam pa hoo, turram pam pa hoo

Hey, I think you forgot how to play
My teddy bear’s running away
The Barbie got something to say
Hey, hey, hey, hey
My “Simon says” leave me alone
I’m taking my Pikachu home
You’re stupid just like your smartphone

Wonder Woman don’t you ever forget
You’re divine and he’s about to regret
He’s a bucka-mhm-buckbuckbuck-mhm 
boy
Bucka-mhm-buckbuckbuck
I’m not your bucka-mhm-buck-mhm-
buck-mhm

I’m not your toy (not your toy)
You stupid boy (stupid boy)
I’ll take you down now, make you watch me
Dancing with my dolls on the motha-
bucka beat
Not your toy (cululoo, cululoo)
(Cululoo, cululoo)

A-a-a ani lo buba
Don’t you go and play with me boy!
A-a-a ani lo buba
Don’t you go and play, shake!

The Lyrics

Hey! Wedding bells ringing
(Cululoo, cululoo) Hey! Money men bling-bling
I don’t care about your stefa, baby
Pam pam pa hoo, turram pam pa hoo

Wonder Woman don’t you ever forget
You’re divine and he’s about to regret
He’s a bucka-mhm-buckbuckbuck-mhm boy
Bucka-mhm-buckbuckbuck
I’m not your bucka-mhm-buck-mhm-buck-
mhm

I’m not your toy (not your toy)
You stupid boy (stupid boy)
I’ll take you down now, make you watch me
Dancing with my dolls on the motha-bucka 
beat
Not your toy (not your toy)
You stupid boy (stupid boy)

I’ll t-t-t-take you now w-w-w-with  
me now, boy

I’m not your toy
You stupid boy
I’ll take you down now, make you watch me
Dancing with my dolls on the motha-bucka 
beat

Look at me, I’m a beautiful creature
(You stupid boy)
I don’t care about your modern time 
preacher
(I’m not your toy)

Not your toy, not your toy,  
not your toy, toy
I’m not your toy, not your toy,  
not your toy, toy


