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Time to take the next steps...

Dear UJIA Supporter,

2022 has been an amazing year for UJIA  

– the first summer of sending our teens to 

Israel since the pandemic as well as having all 

of our other vital work back up and running. 

The summer was hugely successful – thanks  

to you.  Because of your generosity hundreds of 

British Jews aged 16-32 were awarded a UJIA 

bursary enabling them to have the opportunity 

to go on an organised, educational trip to 

Israel – something that otherwise would have 

been impossible due to family circumstances.

Whether you contributed during our matched 

giving campaign at Yom Ha’atzmaut, or at Kol 

Nidre, or at an event, or in any other way – 

thank you. You helped to kick start countless 

young Jews taking The Journey Home.

Over the coming months you will hear more about The Journey Home…Next Steps. 

In 2023 we need to send even more young people to Israel, but because of the 

cost of living crisis more families will be calling on our means-tested bursary fund 

than ever before. We have committed that no young person will miss out because 

of their family’s financial circumstances. Please help us keep this promise.

In this edition of The Connection you’ll discover more about what 

happened over this summer, as well as getting a taste of just some of our 

other work that has been taking place across the UK and Israel.

On behalf of everyone we support, we wish you a very happy Chanukah.

Mandie Winston 
Chief Executive 

Louise Jacobs 
Chairman  
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Louis steps up for Ukraine

One person who rose to the challenge of 

ensuring the absorption process was Louis Levy, 

aged 9, who managed to raise £262 towards this 

Campaign. Louis saw the shocking news at home 

and at school and explained that he “felt quite 

worried because their home and country was 

being attacked and destroyed right in front of 

them. At my school, and at home we saw the 

news reporting about it. My teachers also 

showed us small news clips about what was 

going on so we could understand the  

situation even more”. 

Many new olim arrived from Ukraine with almost 

no possessions and very little money. The Jewish 

Agency, with UJIA’s support, has had to fund the 

basics needs of tens of thousands of people – 

from clothes to food to shelter to Covid-19 tests. 

Louis went on to explain that he found it unfair 

that he was living a happy life with his family in 

London, and he could see that there were adults 

and children sitting on the streets in the Ukraine 

and others fleeing across Europe and Israel, and 

that made his mind up to do something himself, 

to help towards the unfolding devasting situation.

Louis decided to run a raffle on his own, because 

it was an exciting way to raise money towards 

Operation Israel Guarantees. With a £50 Amazon 

voucher as the prize, and tickets selling at £2 each, 

Louis explained that he “felt so happy because I 

was helping people and making a difference”.

The £262 that Louis raised housed a Jewish 

Ukrainian refugee in an Israeli absorption centre 

for over 3 weeks. Thank you to Louis and to 

everyone who helped raise nearly £800,000 for 

people fleeing Ukraine.

As the war began to unfold in Ukraine earlier this year, so did the 
influx and absorption of Jewish refugees to Israel. UJIA sprang in to 
action and we launched our emergency campaign - Operation Israel 
Guarantees: Rescuing Ukraine’s Jews - to support the Jewish 
Agency’s direct response for those escaping the horrors of war  
for the security of the Jewish homeland. For many in our  
community the situation was all too familiar. 

The Connection 2022
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Tottenham win with Equalizer

On a hot Friday morning in July, Arab and Jewish children who 
participate in the UJIA-supported Equalizer education and  
football training programme gathered in a Tel Aviv training  
ground for a once-in-a-lifetime tournament.

A short time later, to their surprise,  

guest trainers arrived at the pitch – four of 

Tottenham Hotspur’s top players (club captain 

Hugo Lloris, Eric Dier, Gary Doherty, Ryan 

Sessegnon) together with Spurs legend and 

Global Ambassador Ledley King. The Spurs 

team was in Israel to play a match against AS 

Roma the next day but took a break from their 

hectic training schedule to meet the kids that 

UJIA supports in the Equalizer programme.

Equalizer uses sports, and football in particular, 

as a motivator for academic achievement among 

children from disadvantaged neighbourhoods 

across Israel. Children get help with their 

schoolwork and at the same time benefit from 

football training and enrichment: opportunities 

for both would otherwise be well outside of 

their families’ financial capacity. UJIA has been 

a long-time supporter of this programme, that 

takes places in dozens of locations around Israel 

and also includes teams of Arab and Jewish kids 

who play together in mixed cities across Israel. 

In small groups, the Spurs players ran training 

drills, and imparted technical skills to improve 

their passing techniques and shared with the 

youngsters the importance of fair play and 

values in sport.  The session ended with shirt 

signings and group photos. This was certainly a 

training session these children will never forget.
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Supporting sporting success in Israel

Every four years tens of thousands of Jews from around the globe 
converge on Israel for one of the world’s biggest sporting events. 
The 21st Maccabiah Games took place this summer, and as ever  
UJIA was proud to support the Maccabi GB Team.

Before the games began UJIA partnered 

with Maccabi GB on their Jewish Identity 

Programme. Over 200 British athletes and 

coaches spent the day visiting three of the 

projects that UJIA funds in northern Israel.  

It was an opportunity for them to engage with 

their Israeli peers and learn more about the 

people of the Jewish homeland. This mifgash 

(encounter) is equally moving for young Israelis.

Football, Cricket and Futsal players met 100 

football players from The Equalizer, an education 

and sport charity that works with young people in 

some of Israel’s poorest communities.  

Mixed teams of British and Israeli players battled 

it out, sometimes not having a shared language!

GOLD

6 22 27

SILVER BRONZE

The British team  
of 527 athletes,  
one of the biggest, 
ended the Games  
with an impressive  
medal haul:

Carmiel Children’s 

Village hosted 

Squash, Karate, 

Table Tennis, 

Chess and Netball 

teams as children 

from the Village,  

who live there when 

their families can no longer care for them,  

set up rodeo, crafts and sporting competitions.

Finally, at Nirim which houses over 100 

of Israel’s most at-risk youth, Swimmers, 

Golfers and Netballers were set challenging 

teambuilding exercises at the beautiful 

beachfront setting just north of Akko.
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Israel tour is back! After a gap of three years due to Covid 19,  
the summer of 2022 saw a successful return to large scale Israel 
Experience programming. This summer was our largest in recent 
memory with over 2,000 teenagers and young adults taking part 
in meaningful educational programmes in Israel facilitated or 
supported by UJIA, including over 1,300 Israel Tour participants, 
over 500 Birthright participants, 380 athletes on the Maccabiah 
Jewish Identity Programme, and 31 Onward Israel participants.

The summer we took them home

This year, UJIA Israel Experience supported 

Israel Tour programmes for 12 youth movements 

and organisations, catering for a wide range 

of religious and political beliefs. Over 1,300 

participants on 37 Israel Tour groups built 

lifelong connections to Israel, Judaism and 

each other. For over a quarter of participants, 

Israel Tour was their first ever visit to Israel, 

and their first opportunity to get to know the 

diverse landscape, stories and people of Israel. 

This is nearly three times higher than in 2019, 

and our highest level in the last decade. 

As well as visiting sites of historical and religious 

importance including the Kotel, Yad Vashem 

and Masada, Israel Tour participants enjoyed 

a powerful group experience, with friendships 

made that will last a lifetime, and every stop 

on the itinerary made more meaningful by 

sharing it with their peers and inspirational 

madrichim (leaders). Israel Tour provides a 

unique opportunity for young people to explore 

their identities and reflect on their relationship 

with Israel and the Jewish community; 7 in 

10 participants this year said that Israel Tour 

strengthened their Jewish identity, the highest 

level since 2015. For some participants, 

Israel Tour acts as an entry point into a youth 

movement, whilst for others it represents the 

next step on their youth movement journeys 

after taking part in summer camps and other 

activities. The deep, enriching experience on 

Israel Tour often leads young people to train 

as leaders themselves, getting involved in their 

movements’ Hadracha (Leadership) programmes 

so that they too can provide meaningful, social 

and educational experiences for the next 

generation of participants. 2022 saw a 22 percent 

increase in the number of participants who want 

to stay involved in their youth movement. 

At UJIA, we believe that every young person 

should have the opportunity to participate in the 

rite of passage that is Israel Tour, regardless of 

their families’ financial circumstances. This year, 

UJIA supported our community by awarding 

over £260,000 in bursaries, ensuring nobody 

missed out on the once in a lifetime experience. 

The cost of living crisis means that 2023 will 

see an even greater need for support. To find 

out about UJIA’s programme for 2023 visit:

UJIA.org/experiences
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Beyond Tour - A roundup of our 
summer programmes in Israel 

UJIA is the exclusive UK partner and funder of 

Taglit-Birthright Israel trips. This summer 16 

UJIA Birthright trips took place, with 

approximately 500 participants in total. Birthright 

attracts many young people from outside the 

traditional Jewish population hubs who may not 

have had the opportunity to explore their 

heritage and build Jewish friendships before. For 

those who had missed out on Israel Tour due to 

Covid 19, we were also able to provide a 

high-quality Israel Experience by extending 

Birthright eligibility to 18-year-olds this summer. 

31 British participants took part in the UJIA 

Onward Israel programme. The participants 

spent two months living in Jaffa and completing 

internships in diverse fields including Finance, 

Law, Hi-Tech and Human Rights.

The  
Journey 

Home
Scan here to watch a short film 
about why we need your support 
for The Journey Home
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Israel Tour was, unarguably, one of the most 

phenomenal experiences of my life, not just in 

terms of the development of new friendships, 

but also for my character development and the 

amplification of my Jewish ethics. Inevitably, 

I was slightly apprehensive before embarking 

on the trip and doubted whether I would relish 

this experience, yet now when reminiscing on 

this trip, I long to re-experience everything; 

every visit, every activity, every coach ride. 

Moreover, the individuals I met and gained 

proximity with during Israel Tour are 

exceptionally special to me, and we continually 

reunite to sing Tour songs, and reminisce on 

all the impeccable memories. This is not to 

mention our madrichim, who taught us the 

significance of engaging with our Jewish 

heritage and made Israel Tour an invigorating 

and memorable experience, whilst becoming 

our friends both during and subsequent to the 

trip. Israel Tour incorporated both educational 

and entertaining parts, and the activities ranged 

from Israel history museums, to abseiling; 

within each activity there was an opportunity to 

engage educationally, or push yourself to your 

physical limits, which was always a gratifying 

experience. I wouldn’t take out one bit of it.

When conversing about Israel Tour and 

watching past videos during the trip, I am 

simultaneously content and emotional, given 

I never truly wanted the trip to end. When 

returning from my trip, I relayed to my family 

all of the incredible experiences, and insisted 

that my two younger brothers go on Tour, to 

relish the waterfalls, abseiling, volunteering, 

nights out in Eilat and singing with my group. 

This Tour experience massively impacted 

my social skills and fostered my ability to 

form friendships that I have no doubt will 

remain with me for the rest of my life. 

To end this passage, I would like to thank  

UIJA and Bnei Akiva for providing me  

with one of the most unforgettable and 

life-changing; a programme which has 

shaped both me and my perspective on 

life. I do not regret one second of it and I 

cannot thank these organisations enough.

why i 
loved 
tour

Rivky Gabay, Bnei Akiva Group 2
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The delegation celebrated the completion 

and opening of the Gerald and Gail Ronson 

Family Foundation Building at Zefat Academic 

College’s School of Nursing and kicked off 

construction of a new student village at 

the Western Galilee College near Akko. 

Construction at the School of Nursing began in 

2018, with support from UJIA. The new building 

will increase the intake of nursing students in 

Zefat by two thirds, significantly boosting the 

healthcare infrastructure of the entire region. 

The School attracts a diverse mix of students, 

reflecting and empowering the diverse 

communities that make up the Galilee region.

At UJIA we never rest. As soon as the School 

of Nursing was opened, the delegation 

hotfooted it to Western Galilee College, for the 

cornerstone laying ceremony of the new Student 

Village scheduled for completion in November 

2024. The Village will provide accommodation 

for over 219 students, enhancing the vibrant 

campus life. Units will house single students, 

married couples and families. The student 

population comprises a diverse mix of 

Jewish and Arab citizens, and among the 

As one Galilee project ends, another begins

UJIA last month celebrated the 
completion of one of its flagship 
infrastructure projects in the 
north of Israel, while laying 
the cornerstone of another. 
UJIA Chairman Louise Jacobs 
led a delegation of donors 
from the UK to attend both 
ceremonies, which were also 
attended by UJIA supporters.

Arab students, an 

astonishing 70 per 

cent are women.

UJIA Chairman, 

Louise Jacobs who led 

the delegation said:  

“The completion of the new building at the 

School of Nursing is incredibly exciting and will 

provide a significant boost both to the healthcare 

infrastructure of the Galil, and to professional 

opportunities in the region. At UJIA we don’t 

rest on our laurels, however, so I’m equally 

excited to get the building of the Student 

Village at Western Galilee College underway. 

Both projects reflect UJIA’s longstanding 

vision of harnessing the support of the UK 

Jewish community to create educational 

and employment opportunities, and the 

infrastructure required to provide them, for all 

Israel’s citizens across the north of the country.

“This is what UJIA does. Projects like 

these transcend politics, transforming 

British Jewish passion for Israel into 

opportunities for Israel’s diverse citizens.”
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Romek Marber’s UJIA Legacy

Romek Marber was born in Poland in 1925, 

survived the holocaust and arrived in the UK 

in 1946. He spent the period immediately 

after liberation in Italy preparing to go to 

Palestine. However on hearing that his older 

brother and father were alive in London he 

eventually obtained a visa to join them. He 

spent his first two years in London working 

part-time, whilst his health improved, before 

studying at St Martin’s School of Art and then 

the Royal College of Art. Despite the horrors 

of his past, Romek always looked forward and 

was an eternal optimist. Romek was inquisitive 

and keen to grasp new concepts and trial new 

technologies. He was a gifted graphic designer 

who made lasting friendships easily. Romek 

was fortunate to be amongst Britain’s leading 

cadre of designers over a period of 3 decades. 

During that time he created iconic covers and 

content for Penguin Books, The Economist, 

The Observer and Nicholson’s Street Finder, 

amongst many other projects. More information 

about Romek and his work can be found at 

romekmarber.com 

Romek wanted to keep his connection to 

Israel going after he died. His legacy to UJIA 

is marked at one of UJIA’s flagship projects on 

Israel’s northern border, Tel Hai College.  

He is memorialised on campus, and Israel’s 

futures leaders are benefiting from his 

generosity every day. Romek was a lifelong 

Zionist with close relatives and friends who 

emigrated to Israel before and immediately 

after WW2. He visited Israel frequently with his 

late wife Sheila Perry and his partner in later life, 

Orna Frommer-Dawson. 

Many of us shy away from the subject of legacies.  
But a legacy is just another, perhaps slightly different, way 
for you to express your support for UJIA. And it is quite 
straightforward, merely requiring a short addition to your 
existing will. And in certain circumstances, the way in which 
the tax laws work in this country means that the legacy can 
‘cost’ your family as little as one-quarter of what you are gifting, 
making legacies the single most tax efficient way of supporting 
charity. You can find out more information about 
supporting UJIA through a legacy gift, by scanning here  
or by calling Elliot Shorrick on 0207 424 6416.

UJIA

10



11

The Connection 2022

A six course tasting menu by Ed Shaerf taking  
you on an exciting Israel journey through food

Manchester’s largest event of 
2022/2023 will be ‘UJIA – A Taste 
of Israel’ – a six course tasting menu 
featuring better and lesser known 
flavours of Israel’s diverse communities 
developed by Feast by Ed to be held on

22nd January 2023

A taste
O F  I S R A E L

The Hilton Suite,  
Shrubberies Shul, Prestwich,  
Manchester M25 7BY  

To find out more about the  
‘A Taste of Israel’ event or to book your 
place please contact jo.roskin@ujia.org.

For further information about any of these events
email info@ujia.org

Upcoming events in 2023

22nd January 

2nd February 

5th March

26th April

26th-30th April

7th-9th May 

14th-15th June

Taste of Israel (Manchester) 

UJIA North East Annual Dinner (Leeds)

International Women’s Day event (Leeds)

Yom Ha’atzmaut Business Breakfast (London) 

Women’s Mission to Israel 

Si3 Mission to Israel 

UJIA Israel 75 Celebration




